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Many schools in the Northern Grid region are supporting teaching and learning with exciting and innovative uses of ICT.  Are you one of them?

If you are you can enter the Northern Grid ICT in Education Awards, celebrate your success and you could win a prize for your school.  

Details of previous entries can be found on the Northern Grid website, take a look at what other schools are doing it may inspire you to do something new: www.northerngrid.org/awards
The shortlisted schools in each category will be invited to attend a presentation on June 21st 2012 to receive their prizes and they will have the opportunity to display their work during the ceremony.  This event will provide a showcase for your school, its teachers and pupils.

Schools that are successful in the awards may be invited to present at the Northern Grid Annual Conference next year. 

Don’t miss this opportunity to show how good your school is in using ICT and win a prize for your school.

Closing Date: 10th February 2012
Entries received after this date will not be accepted

Award Categories 2012

Creative Digital Media
(open to primary, special and secondary schools)
Entries to this category will make use of creative digital media to support teaching and learning. The digital media could be used as stimulus material or as an outcome from:

· project work

· resource development

· editing existing digital materials

Where the digital media is an outcome schools will need to demonstrate that pupils have been extensively involved in creating / developing / editing the resource. Schools should submit clear descriptions of the project supported by storyboards, audio files, photos or videos where appropriate.

 
Animations
(open to primary, special and secondary schools)
Entries to this category should be a short animated presentation created using school ICT hardware and software and should be no longer than 2 minutes. The subject of the animated presentation is left to the school’s choice. Schools will need to demonstrate that pupils have been extensively involved in creating the animation. The animation should include sound and moving images. Schools should submit clear descriptions of the project supported by storyboards, audio files, photos or videos where appropriate.


 Collaboration Through Technology
(open to primary, special and secondary schools)
Entries to this category will show how ICT hardware and software can be used to enhance links that promote collaborative learning with other individuals or groups. The links could be within the school, the LA, the region or beyond. Entries will demonstrate how working with others enhances teaching and learning. There are no restrictions on the technology used but it may involve Learning Platforms, Social Media or Video Conferencing. Schools should submit clear descriptions of the projects supported by storyboards, audio files, photos or videos where appropriate. Schools should be prepared to welcome judges to the school if required.

Please note: multiple entries from the same class will be treated as a single entry.
 Computer Graphics and Art
(open to under 7 year olds, primary and secondary schools)
In addition to the usual primary and secondary awards this category also includes a section for under sevens. Entries should be pictures or images created or processed within computer graphics packages. The judges will want to see a progression of skills within the different age groups. Work by older pupils will need to include evidence of planning and different stages of creation or evaluation.

Please note: multiple entries from the same class will be treated as a single entry.

Promotion of the Region
(open to primary, special and secondary schools)
Pupils should provide presentations or promotional material that promotes their region or locality through text, images, sound or video. These presentations should be created through ICT and presented either in paper format or as digital media. Schools should submit clear descriptions of the project supported by storyboards, audio files, photos or videos where appropriate.


Practitioner Award 
(open to primary, special and secondary practitioners – practitioners can be nominated by their colleagues, school or Local Authority)
This award will recognise innovative use of ICT to promote teaching and learning by individual practitioners whatever their role. Entries will need to include detailed accounts of the technology used and how it has made an impact in the classroom, school and, if appropriate, beyond. Schools should submit clear descriptions of the activity supported by audio files, photos or videos where appropriate. Schools should be prepared to welcome judges to the school if required.


ICT in a Subject 
(open to primary, special and secondary schools)
Entries need to demonstrate how the use of ICT supports teaching and learning with a subject area.  Schools can choose the subject area they want to focus on. Because there may be difficulty in representing this outside the school, schools should submit clear descriptions of the projects supported by audio files, photos or videos. Schools should be prepared to welcome judges to the school if required.



eSafety
(open to primary, special and secondary schools)
eSafety is an important issue for schools to consider. Entries to this award should demonstrate how schools are meeting the challenges it presents.

These may include:

· descriptions of activities to raise awareness of staff, pupils and parents

· the establishment of internal systems to support all users

· the establishment of systems which provide support outside of school

 
Personalisation 
(open to primary, special and secondary schools)
Entries should show how ICT has been used to support the personalised learning agenda. This includes how ICT is helping every child to meet their potential. Examples could include the creative use of remote learning, use of Learning Platforms, use of PDAs or other handheld devices or individualisation of resources using ICT. Submissions should include feedback from teachers, pupils, parents or other users of the system. Schools should be prepared to welcome judges to the school if required.


Embedding Learning Platforms
(open to primary, special and secondary schools)
In 2011 we introduced a new award category to recognise the important work of schools and the Learning Platform Network within the region and beyond. 
The LPN is an ambitious initiative to connect and support schools in their use of learning platforms.  The award will recognise the achievements of schools that have embedded the use of their Learning Platform across the whole school, to support leadership, innovative and appropriate teaching and learning, assessment, data management and communication with all members of the learning community. Submissions should include descriptions of how the platform is being used and with evidence from teachers, pupils, parents or other users of the system. Schools should be prepared to welcome judges to the school if required.


Surprise Me! 
(open to primary, special and secondary schools)
This category is a chance to submit entries that involve the use of ICT in new and innovative ways that do not fit into any of the other categories. Schools should submit clear descriptions of the activity supported by audio files, photos or videos where appropriate. Schools should be prepared to welcome judges to the school if required.


Overall Excellence in ICT 
(open to primary, special and secondary schools – schools can be nominated by their staff or Local Authority)
In previous years schools have had to be nominated by their LA. We have opened this up so now anyone can send in an entry. Entries must show that the nominated school has demonstrated the positive impact ICT has had on all aspects of school life. Schools that get shortlisted for this category will be visited by external judges; the visit will be arranged in advance and can be used for a tour of the school and meetings with pupils, teachers, parents or governors. More details about this category can be found at: www.northerngrid.org/overallexcellence


How to Apply

· Complete the application form and permission form, sign and return them by post to the Northern Grid office.  As winning entries are added to the Northern Grid website we must have a signed copy of the permission form.


11 Vance Business Park

Norwood Road

Gateshead

NE11 9NE

Please mark the envelope Northern Grid ICT Awards 2012
· Please also email an electronic copy of the application form and any supporting statements to admin@northerngrid.org
· The entry can be submitted by post, on a CD, DVD or memory stick, or by email. You will receive email confirmation that your entry has been received.

· Please complete all areas of the form.  Forms may be returned if there are any areas missing. 

· Please include as many details as possible in the description of your entry.  This will help the judges make their decisions about the entry.  It is important to be clear about what the pupils did and how it supported their learning.  Winning entries are published on our website and these details will be included.

· Some projects may require a visit from judges to get a clear understanding of the work involved.  These visits will be arranged with the school in advance, schools may want the judges to talk to staff and pupils involved in the project.

· It is especially important to list the sources of any materials you did not create used in your entry (e.g. images, audio clips) and to indicate that permission has been obtained for these. Use of materials without permission will mean an entry cannot be accepted.  Resources taken from the internet, CDs or commercial sources cannot be used in an entry if permission has not been given. For more information about copyright visit www.northerngrid.org/index.php/how-to-apply
When judging entries it may be necessary for us to contact you or arrange a visit to get more information.  Please make sure all relevant contact details, including email address, are included on the form.

Entry Form
This page must be printed, signed and posted to the Northern Grid office and emailed to admin@northerngrid.org
	Name of School
	     

	Local Authority
	     

	Name of main contact
	     

	Address
	     

	Telephone Number
	     

	Email Address
	     

	Title of Entry
	     

	Category Entered

(please fill in separate forms for multiple entries)
	     

	Age Range 
	Under 7 (Computer Graphics and art only)              

Primary               Secondary              



	Packages used to create the submission
	     

	Format of entry e.g. doc, pdf, swf, mp3, avi …

Please give details of the best way to view the entry e.g. software needed to access it.
	

	Description of entry, please include as much information as possible including:

· a summary of the objectives of the activity

· how the activity links to the curriculum 

· what the pupils / teacher did

· an indication of any help pupils received

· any support from outside of the school

This information will help the judges make their decision and will also be published with successful entries on the website. 

You may want to include video, photos, planning documents.
(Continue on another sheet if needed.)
	     

	Name of person making submission
	     

	Area of responsibility
	     

	Entry has been submitted by
	Email  FORMCHECKBOX 
     Post   CD / DVD   FORMCHECKBOX 
   Memory Stick    FORMCHECKBOX 
                      

	For office use only:
electronic copy  FORMCHECKBOX 
    Signed copy  FORMCHECKBOX 
                          Entry number     


IPR & Copyright
This page must be printed, signed and posted to the Northern Grid office and posted to the Northern Grid Office
Northern Grid will add entries to the publicly accessible Northern Grid website. We need to ensure that permission has been given for materials included in the entry and that sources are acknowledged. 

Please list the sources of any materials you did not create that are used in your entry (e.g. images, photos, audio clips, video) and indicate that permission has been obtained for these. Use of materials without permission will mean an entry cannot be accepted.  Resources taken from the internet, CDs or commercial sources cannot be used in an entry if permission has not been given.

For more information about copyright visit www.northerngrid.org/index.php/how-to-apply
Please list the sources for any materials used in the entry that were not created by the school.

Relevant permissions have been sought 

The copyright of these items belongs to:      
They have given permission for us to use the materials in this entry

Signed: ________________________
Position:  ________________________

Date: __________________________
(For more information about copyright visit www.northerngrid.org/index.php/how-to-apply) 

For office use only:
electronic copy  FORMCHECKBOX 
    Signed copy  FORMCHECKBOX 
                          Entry number     

Permissions
This page must be printed, signed and posted to the Northern Grid office and posted to the Northern Grid Office
Northern Grid would like to share the best practice in the region by publishing entries on its website and sharing them at events.  Please complete this section to let us know if you are happy for this to happen and if you are happy for photos or videos of pupils to be included.  

Photos / videos of pupils which are published will give the school name but not pupils’ names.

1. Do you give permission for your entry to be made publicly available on the Northern Grid website: www.northerngrid.org and in Northern Grid publications? 

(please enter yes or no)      
2. Do you give permission for photos / video of pupils included in your entry to be made publicly available on the Northern Grid website and in Northern Grid publications or be used by Northern Grid to support other schools?  No names will be included 

(please enter yes or no) 
     
3. Photos / video will be taken at the award ceremony.  If you are short-listed do you give permission for photos taken at the ceremony to be used on the website, in Northern Grid publications and to be forwarded to the award sponsor? 

(please enter yes or no)
      
One free copy of the photo taken will sent to the school after the event
Signed: ________________________
Position:  ________________________

Date: __________________________
Please print, sign and return this form by post or fax to:

Northern Grid for Learning, 11 Vance Business Park, Norwood Road, Gateshead, Tyne and Wear NE11 9NE
For office use only:
electronic copy  FORMCHECKBOX 
    Signed copy  FORMCHECKBOX 
                          Entry number     

 People Involved
Please include the names of anyone involved in the making of each entry submitted
	

	School:

	Title of Entry:

	Category:

	Names of Pupils
	Ages
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For office use only:
electronic copy  FORMCHECKBOX 
    Signed copy  FORMCHECKBOX 
                          Entry number     
21 September 2011

