The Highwayman

A unit of six lessons

1.  Subject
English

2.  Topic
Narrative poetry

3.  Key Stage/Year Group
Key Stage 3  - Year 8

4.  National Curriculum links
EN1  1c, 2d, 4b


EN2   1a f g 


EN3   1a b 1e g

5.  Scheme of work links
Could from part of a unit on Poetry or on Linguistic Features.

6.  Duration
6 lessons (6 hours)

7.  In this lesson pupils will
read the poem


sequence the story line


identify similes and metaphors


use a dictionary


discuss aspects of the poem


complete a comprehension exercise


practice performance skills

8.  Learning objectives
Pupils should learn that 


a narrative poem has structure,


similes and metaphors are used to particular effect,


vocabulary can change over time,


oral presentation involves certain skills

9.  Resources
The Highwayman by Alfred Noyes; this is widely available. There is a copy on the Internet at http://www.geocities.com/~spanoudi/poems/noyes01.html#1 though the poem may still be in copyright, at least in the UK (the poem was published in 1913 but Noyes died in 1958).


Worksheet, task sheet, help sheet (all in Highwayman.doc)

10.  Learning activity
Reading the poem.

(see below for full details)
Cutting and pasting elements of the story


Written answers to comprehension exercises


Looking up words in dictionaries


Identify and comment on similes and metaphors


Discussion in small group situation


Perform a section of the poem


Write and perform a monologue

11.  Learning outcomes
Work produced


Learning demonstrated by:


Story sheet telling story in correct sequence


Written answers to comprehension exercise


Written comments on simile and metaphor sheet


Group discussion task sheet


Written definitions on vocabulary/dictionary sheet


Performance of the poem


Monologue written and performed 

12.  Extension work
Apply performance techniques to other narrative poems


Identify and comment on similes and metaphors in other poems.

13.  Special needs
Differentiated sheet for lesson 1 - Telling the story

The Highwayman - lesson details

Lesson 1
Read poem


Sheet on narrative structure.  

Cut up story lines.  Stick in right order.  


Differentiated sheet - cloze exercise on the narrative. 

Lesson 2
Comprehension on the poem - worksheet.

Lesson 3
Simile and metaphor in the poem - worksheet

Lesson 4
Group work - discussion - tasksheets.


Begin to prepare performance - helpsheet.

Lesson 5
Performance of the poem.

Lesson 6
Own monologue based on the poem - tasksheet

Homework task
Vocabulary/dictionary task.


Find definition of words (knowledge about language)
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