Sonnet


Children examine the structure of rhyming couplets within a sonnet and prepare their own.�



Learning objectives:  Children should learn:


*About the play Romeo & Juliet, in particular the first meeting of Romeo & Juliet


*About the sonnet form in poetry


*About rhyming couplets


*To write their own sonnets


�


Learning outcomes: Children:


*Describe the first meeting between Romeo & Juliet


*Can identify and describe the characteristics of a sonnet


*Can identify rhyming couplets in sonnets


*Can write their own sonnets�



Filename: Sonnet


Key Stage: 2/3		5-14:  S1-S3


Software: Textease, Word, or ClarisWorks


Clip art: blcorner.bmp, brcorner.bmp, tlcorner.bmp, trcorner.bmp


Time needed: 20 minutes+





Teaching Activity: 


The use of sonnets is common in Elizabethan poetry and used by Shakespeare to describe the first speeches between Romeo & Juliet. Sonnets are always 14 lines in length with rhyming couplets. If the first rhyming couplet is identified by the letter A, the next couplet by the letter B and so on then the first speeches between Romeo & Juliet follow a prescribed pattern: AB AB CD CD EF EF GG to make 7 rhyming couplets in total.





Explain the structure of a sonnet and look at a collection of different sonnets from various sources. Ask children to identify the rhyming couplets.





Some time should be spent familiarising children with the play and in particular Act I, Scene 5. Focus on the main events of the scene by asking children to summarise the storyline in their own words. Look at and read out aloud the sonnet used to describe the first meeting between Romeo & Juliet, lines 92-105. Discuss any difficult language and old English words and verb endings. 





Explain to children that they are going to use the sonnet file to make each pair of rhyming lines a different colour. Children mark the first line and change its colour. They then find the line, which rhymes with the first, mark it and change its colour to that of the first line. They repeat this for all the other rhyming couplets using a different colour for each pair of lines. This will help children identify the structure of the sonnet.





Once pupils are familiar with the sonnet structure the can prepare their own sonnets about Romeo and Juliet. Encourage children to read out their new sonnets to the rest of the class. This activity could be completed in pairs each partner performing the role of Romeo or Juliet.


Key Stage 3


Pupils use a different pattern of rhyming couplets to prepare different sonnet forms.


Use CD Roms and the Internet to find other sonnets. Copy and paste them into a word processor and identify the rhyming couplets using the above described technique.





National Literacy Strategy: Year 6, Term 1:


Range: Fiction and poetry: drama by long-established authors including study of a Shakespeare play


Word level: Vocabulary extension: 7. to understand how words and expressions have changed over time


�
Sentence level: Grammatical awareness: 1. adapting text for particular readers and purposes


Text level: Reading comprehension: 4. to be familiar with the work of some established authors;


Writing comprehension: 6. to manipulate narrative perspective by writing in the voice and style of text; 10. to write own poems with active verbs and personification; produce revised poems for reading aloud individually.





National Curriculum for England (2000)


Key Stage 2 


ENGLISH


En1 SPEAKING AND LISTENING


Drama


4a. create, adapt and sustain different roles, individually and in groups


4b. use character, action and narrative to convey story, themes, emotions, ideas in plays they devise and script


4d. evaluate how they and others have contributed to the overall effectiveness of performances.


Breadth of study


Drama


11a. improvising and working in role


11b. scripting and performing plays


11c. explaining, reporting, evaluating


En2 READING


Reading strategies 


1d. Pupils should be taught to use contextual understanding


Literature


4a. recognise the choice, use and effect of figurative language and vocabulary and patterns of language


4b. identify different way s of constructing sentences and their effects


4c. identify how characters and setting are created, and how the plot, narrative structure and themes are developed


4f. consider poetic forms and their effects


4g. express preferences and support their views by reference to texts


4h. respond imaginatively, drawing on the whole text and other reading


4i. Read stories, poems and plays aloud


Breadth of study


8g. playscripts


En3 WRITING


Composition


1a. choose form and content to suit a particular purpose


1b. broaden their vocabulary and use it in inventive ways


1c. use language and style that are approriate to the reader


1d. use and adapt the features of a form of writing, drawing on their reading


1e. use features of layout, presentation and organisation effectively 


Planning and drafting


2a. plan- note and develop initial ideas


2b. draft – develop ideas from a plan into a structured written text


2c. revise – change and improve the draft


2d. proofread – check the draft for spelling and punctuation errors, ommisions and repetitions


2e. present – prepare a neat, correct and clear final copy


2f. discuss and evaluate their own and others writing


Punctuation


3. Pupils ahould be taught to use punctuation marks correctly in their writing


�
Spelling strategies


4e. to check their spelling using word banks, dictionaries and spellcheckers


Breadth of Study


9a. to imagine and explore feelings and ideas, focusing on creative uses of laguage and how to interest the reader.


11. the range of readers for writing should include teachers, the class, other children, adults the wider community and imagined readers.


12. The range of forms of writing should include playscripts: Macbeth 





INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY


Developing ideas and making things happen


2a. how to develop and refine ideas by bringing together, organising and reorganising text, tables images and sound as appropriate.


Exchanging and sharing information


3a. to be sensitive to the needs of the audience and think carefully about the content and quality when cmmunicating information


Reviewing, modifying and evaluating work as it progresses


4a. review what they and others have done to help then develop their ideas


Breadth of study


5b. working with others to explore a variety of information sources and ICT tools.





National Curriculum for England (2000)


Key Stage 3


ENGLISH


En1 SPEAKING AND LISTENING


Drama


4a. use a variety of dramatic techniques to explore ideas, issues, texts and meanings


4b. use different ways to convey action, character, atmosphere and tension when they are scripting and performing in plays


4c. appreciate how the structure and organisation of scenes and plays contribute to dramatic effect


4d. evaluate critically performances of dramas that they have watched or in which they have taken part


Breadth of study


Drama


11a. improvising and working in role


11b. devising, scripting and performing in plays


11c. discussing and reviewing their own and others’ performances


En2 READING


Understanding texts


1b. to analyse and discuss alternative interpretations


1c. how ideas, values and emotions are explored and portrayed


1d. to identify the perspectives offered on individuals


1g. how language is used in imaginative, original and diverse ways


1h. to reflect on the writer’s presentation of ideas and issues, the motivation and behaviour of characters, the development of plot and the overall impact of a text


1i. To distinguish between the attitudes and assumptions of characters and those of the author


1j. how techniques, structure, forms and styles vary


Media and moving image texts


5a. how meaning is conveyed in texts that include print, images and sometimes sounds


5b. how choice of form, layout and presentation contribute to effect


5d. how audiences and readers choose and respond to media


Literature


8 a) i) two plays by Shakespeare, one of which should be studied in key stage 3


      ii) poetry: William Shakespeare (sonnets)


En3 WRITING


Composition


1b. use imaginative vocabulary and varied linguistic and literary techniques


1c. explot choice of language and structure to achieve particular effects and appeal to the reader


1d. use a range of techniques and different ways of organising and structuring material to convey ideas, themes and characters


1g. consider what the reader needs to know and include relevant details


1h. present material clearly, using appropriate layout, illustrations and organisation.


Planning and drafting


2a. plan, draft, redraft and proof read their work on paper and on screen


Language structure


7a. word classes or parts of speech and their grammatical functions


Breadth of study


9a. to imagine, explore and entertain, focusing on creative, aesthetic and literary uses of language.


9b. to inform, explain and describe, focusing on conveying information and ideas clearly


11. the range of readers for writing should include specific, known readers, a large, unknown readership and the pupils themselves.





INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY


Exchanging and sharing information


3b. to use a range of ICT tools efficiently to draft, bring together and refine information and create good-quality presentations in a form that is sensitive to the needs of particular audiences and suits the information content.


Reviewing, modifyng and evaluating work as it progresses


4a. reflect critically on their own and others’ uses of ICT to help them develop and improve their ideas and the quality of their work.


Breath of study


5b. working with others to explore a variety of information sources and ICT tools in a variety of contexts.





Techniques and technical vocabulary:  Word processor, font, highlight/mark, align, style


* to highlight/mark text		* to change text style		* to align text





Primary Information Technology Competence Certification:        


Module	                        Skills	      	     Level


Word Processing:  WP/3/5/6/7/8/9/17/18/19          3





QCA exemplar scheme of work for IT: Unit 4A Writing for different audiences


National Guidelines for IT in Scotland: Stages S1 to S3, Level B





Copyright Computer Kids, 1999.  All rights reserved.
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