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For press information: 4th February 2010

ARE YOU THE BRAINIEST SCHOOL IN BRITAIN? SIGN UP FOR FIRST EVER
ONLINE NATIONAL SCHOOLS QuIz!

- Primary schools across the nation encouraged to take the challenge in the Next Generation

Learning National Schools Quiz-

Becta, the Government’s agency for technology in education, and the NEN (National Education
Network) are launching the first ever nationwide online schools quiz, which will see thousands of
primary school children up and down the country compete simultaneously in this pioneering,

interactive competition.

Schools entering the Next Generation Learning National Schools Quiz, which will take place on Friday
12" March, could win up to £3,000 worth of ICT equipment or training for their school, plus there are

fantastic spot prizes for successful individuals and teams who take part.

The quiz will run exclusively online, via the NEN, covering curriculum areas, including history, science,
citizenship, numeracy and literacy. Questions will be provided by a series of high profile national
partners who include the Historic Royal Palaces, Natural History Museum, Science Museum, Guide

Dogs for the Blind, and the relevant subject associations.

The nationwide quiz is aimed at Key Stage 2 and open to pupils aged eight and nine years old. Schools

can sign up individual pupils or teams by registering now at www.nen.gov.uk/nsq .

Each partner has compiled a series of fun and challenging tests which will pit pupils from across the UK
against one another so they can see, in real time, which is the brainiest school in Britain. Every pupil
will immediately be awarded gold, silver or bronze certificates, depending on their performance, with

one school awarded the star prize of £3,000 worth of ICT equipment.


http://www.nen.gov.uk/nsq

NATIONAL

SCHOOL f

Q o
ONE CHALLENGE~ .

LEARN TOGETHER X
AND LE/

leading ARN LIVE

next generation \ .
Becta learning ecta Q b
As further incentive, every school signing up to take part in the Next Generation Learning National

Schools Quiz will automatically achieve level 1 of the Next Generation Learning Charter, a charter

established by Becta stating its public commitment to embrace technology in learning.

Stephen Crowne, Chief Executive of Becta, said:

“We are delighted to launch the first ever online National Schools Quiz and hope to see thousands of
pupils across the country taking part in this groundbreaking initiative. Becta believes that integrating
technology across the entire curriculum is essential to making lessons and learning more enjoyable

and rewarding and this is just one great example of how technology can be used to inspire learners.”

“We have got some fantastic partners onboard who have developed a really compelling quiz so if you

think your school has what it takes to win then visit www.nextgenerationlearning.org.uk/nsq and

pledge your commitment to Next Generation Learning.”

Karen Davies, Head of Museums’ Learning Resources at the Science Museum, said:
“At the Science Museum in London we are known for our innovative, ‘hands on, minds on’ approach
to learning. We are pleased to support Becta in experimenting with new ways of engaging young

people and exploring the potential of new technologies.”

For information on the Next Generation Learning National Schools Quiz visit

www.nextgenerationlearning.org.uk/nsq

-ENDS-

Notes to Editors:

For more information or to speak to a winner contact:

Sophie Jackson 020 7025 6549 / sophie.jackson@redconsultsancy.com

Heidi Jutton 020 7025 6585 / Heidi.jutton@redconsultancy.com

About Next Generation Learning
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The Next Generation Learning campaign will enable you to take charge and use technology to its full
potential - if you're a parent, it lets you get fully involved in your child's education; if you're a learner,
it lets you learn how, when and where you want; and if you're an employer, it helps you train your
workforce efficiently and effectively.

About Becta (www.becta.org.uk)

Becta is the government agency leading the national drive to ensure the effective and innovative use
of technology throughout learning. It is our ambition to utilise the benefits of technology to create a
more exciting, rewarding and successful experience for learners of all ages and abilities, enabling them
to achieve their potential.

About the NEN (National Education Network)

The National Education Network is a dedicated, educationally focused resource for teaching and
learning. It enables a safe, secure, collaborative and creative learning experience for pupils and
teachers.

The NEN’s support for Next Generation Learning includes the provision of a vast range of online
learning resources many of which are freely available to staff and students anytime, anywhere.

The NEN is a collaborative partnership between local authorities, working together in regional
collaboration with national partners like Becta, DCSF and JANET. These regional partnerships have
been developed in various ways by the devolved administrations, Regional Broadband Consortia
(RBCs) and English local authorities to provide broadband and related services. www.NEN.gov.uk
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