


John Fenwick (The Flower Amangst Them All)

Teachers Notes

A music project for Key Stage 3 (higher 2’s)

Introduction

This project is suitable for Key Stage 3/2 music students and is complete topic, which studies the way in which melodies move (STEPS AND LEAPS), lasting up to and beyond 6 weeks (or possibility a year).  The project can be worked on by individual students working with the software, or as a whole class directed by the teacher using printouts available or the software in conjunction with a PC and a projection screen.  The outcome of the topic would be a whole class performance of the original tune (John Fenwick) – each student achieving within his or her own capabilities.  Further outcomes would include performances of ‘The Sky Boat Song’, ‘Minuet in G’ a dance, the tune with new variation and the tune with chords added.

The project will include photocopiable music, audio links, recordings (?) Video.

Resources required

A)

Computer with Internet connection

John Fenwick Software

Midi Keyboard (optional) plus music transcription programme

Video

CD

PC and Projector Screen

Or

B)

Tune

Classroom

Instruments(E.g. Keyboards, glockenspiels, xylophones)

Printed Worksheets

Teachers Notes

This package contains on one melodic phrase – How steps and leaps are used in music to produce melodic phrases.  Contrasting phrases are then put together to produce a structure (in case AABB etc.).  By concentrating on one tune, it is possible to introduce dance as a part of the theme.

Aims

As a result of learning to play the tune, listening to the tune and performing the tune, children will gain an understanding of melodic phrases and the structure of the piece.  Compositional work on an AABB structure or AABBCC (variations) could also take place.

Objectives

To their own specification, pupils may achieve success in the following;

1) Play the tune ‘John Fenwick’ as a group performance

2) Understand the concept of melody structure, i.e. Step and Leap

3) Gain an understanding of structure, in this case AABB (or AABBCCAABB – whatever variation students wish to investigate).

4) Compose a variation adhering to melodic phrasing, key (G Major) and structure of existing tune

5) Assess their own composition using the above criteria

Suggested Programme of Study

(Each stage could take several weeks)

1) Introduce the tune, by example or using software – whole class or individuality activity.  Children work on tune individually on tuned instrument (printouts available with notes and chords on).

2) Discuss history of tune/period etc. to place tune in historical context.

3) Teach and advance students to add chords to tune

4) Class performance and class assessment

5) Compositional task variations (see manuscript – John Crawhill (FARNE))

6) Further activities – learn more tunes, Skye Boat Song, Minuet in G

7) Apply the tune to dance - investigate
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