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The Case Details
Ruth Ellis was part of the Soho nightclub scene of 1950s London.  She was a hostess at a night club.  During this time she met and had a stormy love affair with a car racing driver called David Blakely.  However, Blakely had been pointedly avoid Ellis and she had continued affairs with several other men.
On Good Friday 1955 Ruth Ellis caused a disturbance outside the Hampstead flat where David Blakely was staying with some friends.  Blakley refused to come out and he did not answer several phone calls that Ruth Ellis made to the flat.  Ruth Ellis eventually left the scene when Blakely telephoned the police from the flat.
On Easter Sunder, 2 days later, at 9pm, Ruth Ellis saw David Blakely through a window of the Magdala Tavern, a pub located on the edge of Hampstead Heath.  However, Ellis did not enter the pub and she waited outside.
Blakely left the pub with his friends at 9.20pm, ignoring Ruth Ellis who he noticed was waiting outside.  Ellis took out a loaded revolver from her handbag and fired a shot at Blakely.  This first shot missed Blakely, but ricocheted off a wall, injuring a passer-by.  Ellis's fired a second shot and this hit David Blakely and he fell face down on the roadside.  Ruth Ellis then walked over to where Blakely laid and fired four bullets into Blakely, emptying the revolver.  An off duty policeman came from the pub and took the revolver from Ellis, who offered no resistance to the police officer.  David Blakely was dead on arrival at hospital.
A newspaper paid for two defending barristers at her subsequent trial for Blakely's murder at the Old Bailey in London.  Ellis seemed not concerned that she was on trial for her life, and was asked the following question by the prosecution at her trial:
Prosecutor: "Mrs Ellis, when you fired that revolver at close range into the body of David Blakely, what did you intend to do?"
Ellis: "It is obvious that when I shot him I intended to kill him."
Ruth Ellis was found guilty of murder and sentenced to death by hanging.  The newspapers clamoured for a reprieve, but the Home Secretary announced on 11 July that the execution would go ahead as planned.  Two days later, Ruth Ellis was hanged at Holloway Prison in London.
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