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The Nature Trail and Wildflower Meadow.                            

Chopwell Wood is situated just a few miles from the large urban conurbation of Newcastle and Gateshead. Despite being close to this densely populated area, an amazing variety of wildlife thrives amongst the equally wide variety of trees and plants that grow in the woodland. The wildlife found in a wood is known as its fauna, and the trees and plants are known as its flora.

Altogether the fauna and flora of Chopwell Wood has over 250 species. The flora ranges form the tiny duckweed plant which has leaves only 5mm in diameter, to the giant Douglas Fir trees which are over 40 metres tall.  There are also over 60 species of fungi. The fauna includes all sizes of beasts from insects and other “mini-beasts” through to mammals. Many species of butterflies and moths can be found, and nearly 100 species of birds have been identified in Chopwell Wood. 

The Nature Trail, which includes the wildflower meadow, was established in 1997, next to the Forest Classroom. The trail provides a way of appreciating the difference between a coniferous forest and a deciduous woodland. In an area of Sitka spruce trees the trail seems fairly dark, but it opens into beech trees where it is light and airy.   

The trail passes a ravine which is lined with silver birch and a variety of other trees.

The Sitka spruce trees will be felled in 2008 as they are now mature, and the area will be replanted with a mixture of conifers to maintain the educational value.

The wildflower meadow is an important part of the Nature Trail as many wildflower meadows across the country have been destroyed in the name of development. This has resulted in a loss of food source and habitat for wildlife. Wildflowers thrive in poor soil, so when the meadow was created the poorer soil was brought to the surface, and then it was sown with a mix of flowers including ox-eye daisies, ragged robin, yellow rattle and field scabious. The meadow is cut every summer after flowering and the cuttings are removed to stop the soil becoming too rich. This then reduces the number of unwanted invasive plants such as thistle, hogweed, dock leaves and brambles. It also stops the grasses from dominating. Yellow rattle helps to keep down the amount of grass growing as it is a parasitic plant that gets its nutrients from the roots of grasses.

Some native trees and hedgerows have been planted around the meadow to increase wildlife habitat and to help protect the area. These include ash, cherry, black poplar, hawthorn, blackthorn and guelder rose.  Miles of hedgerows across the country have been lost as farmers have created bigger fields and used fencing instead of hedges.

Mini-beasts are found throughout the Nature Trail although some special habitats called habitat piles have been created to encourage them. Mini-beasts are essential to the general health of the woodland as they break down dead animal and plant matter recycling it back into the soil. Mini-beasts are also a source of food for bigger animals such as mice, badgers and birds. Some of the bigger mini-beasts like frogs, toads and even newts might be seen near to the pond. 

The pond is planted with aquatic plants such as bog bean, water mint, sedges and rushes. It provides food and shelter for many animals and pond based mini-beasts, including beautiful dragonflies in the summer.  The young dragonflies, or nymphs, are the “terrorists” of the pond. They creep through the foliage and catch their prey in their sharp jaws.

Questions

1.  What is meant by fauna and flora?

2.  How many mammals can you name that live in Chopwell Wood.

3   How many different species of birds can you name that you might see in Chopwell 

     Wood.

4.  How many mini-beasts can you name that you might find in Chopwell Wood.

5.  How many different species of wild flowers can you name that you might find in 

     Chopwell Wood.

Answers

1. Fauna is the name given to all wildlife that live in a wood.

    Flora is the name given to all the plants and trees that are found in a wood.

2.  The following might be seen :

     Roe deer; rabbit; fox; badger; weasel, vole; shrew, mole, field mouse,
     squirrel (grey squirrels are now much more common than red squirrels),
     bat  (Pipistrelle bats, long eared bats and Daubenton bats are found in Chopwell Wood); otter (might be seen by the River Derwent)

3.  Here is a list of birds that can usually be found; the list is not intended to be exhaustive.

blackbird, blue tit, bull finch, chaffinch, coal tit, crow, great tit, green finch, 

green woodpecker, jackdaw, jay, kestrel, little owl, long tailed tit, magpie, nuthatch, great spotted woodpecker (pied woodpecker), red kite, robin, siskin,  sparrow, starling, tawny owl, thrush, tree creeper, wood pigeon, wren

4. There are hundreds of different types of insects and other mini-beasts that might be found in the wood; here are some

      ant  (particularly wood ants); beetles including ladybirds; earwig, grasshopper; thrips,  harvestman

      flies (lots of varieties : blue bottle; stone fly; thunder fly; scorpion fly; crane fly (daddy long legs) hover fly; drone fly)

      wasps, bees, spiders ( several types; particularly the wood spider)

      snail, slug, earthworm, woodlouse

      pond life : shrimp; tadpole; pond skater; water boatman; dragon fly; damsel fly

                       frog, toad, newt

5.  Here is a list of plants that can usually be found; the common names are used. 

     The list is not meant to be exhaustive.

      bugle,
balsam (Himalayan), bluebell, bracken / fern, broom, burdock, buttercup,
      cleavers (or goosegrass), clover (red and white), coltsfoot, cow parsley, daisy, dandelion, dock leaf, dog violet, dog's mercury, fat hen, field scabious, foxgloves, gorse, great burnet, greater and lesser stichwort, ground elder, ground ivy, groundsel, harebell, heather / ling, herb robert, hogweed, honeysuckle, horsetail, lesser celadine, loosestrife, meadow sweet, milkwort, nettles, orchids, ox-eye daisy, primrose, ramson (wild garlic), red campion, redshank, ragwort, rosebay willow herb, speedwell, thistle, wood anemone, wood sorrel, yellow rattle

