Heritage Site 4 
The Golf Pond

A golf course was built on restored land to the north of Chopwell Wood in 1922. The Forestry Commission started to take responsibility for managing the woodland from 1919, and took over full management in 1923.  Soon after this the Commission created a pond near to the golf course. The land the golf course is built on was a former mining area. Mining had taken place for hundreds of years and a lot of waste had been left behind in the spoil heaps. The golf course was built over these. A stream runs from a marshy area of the southern edge of the golf course and into the golf pond. There are two farms nearby; Heavygate Farm is on the western side of Stoney Road where it comes out of the woodland at the junction of the Chopwell to High Spen road. There is another farm north of this junction.

Questions

1.  Is the golf pond a natural pond?

     No; it was man made.

2.  In what decade was the golf pond made?

     1920s

3.  Why do you think the pond was made?  Choose the reason you think is right.

(a) To supply drinking water to the golf club?

(b) To provide somewhere to go swimming?

(c) To keep fish in?

(d) To provide a source of water in case of fire in the woodland?

(a) No; even in the1920s the golf  club had its own supply of water.

     Water would not be taken for drinking from land that was near to former mining  operations.  It would almost certainly be polluted. 

(b) No; swimming in water that might be polluted would be dangerous. Also, the pond isn’t deep enough to swim in.

(c) No; fish would not survive in water that was polluted. Also, this wasn’t a leisure pond for people to come and catch fish.

(d) Yes; this is why the pond was made.  The only water in Chopwell Wood at that time was in the streams and natural wells or springs. The pond was made as a small reservoir of water in case of fire.

4.  Why is the golf pond polluted? Choose the reason you think is right.

(a)  Waste water from the golf club is put into the stream and flows into the pond.

(b)  Chemical fertilisers used in the farms gets into the stream.

(c)  Because people throw cans and other litter into the pond.

(d)  Because of the iron and aluminium minerals from the spoil heaps leaching into the water.

(a)  No; all the waste water from the kitchen and lavatories at the golf club goes into a septic tank to be taken away; it is not put into the stream.

(b)  No; nitrates in the fertilisers can make the water turn brown and frothy, particularly after heavy rain, but this isn’t a major problem.

(c)  No; unfortunately the pond is used as a litter bin by some people. It makes a mess and does add to the pollution, but it is not a major cause.

(d)  Yes; the mine workings that had been near here were just abandoned and covered over with soil when the golf course was built.  It is the iron and aluminium minerals from the spoil heaps that get into the water that are the major cause of pollution and which kill the pond life.

5.  Can the pollution in the pond be cleaned up?

The answer realistically is no!

The reeds in the marshy area that the stream flows through do absorb some of the pollution but not enough to let pond life develop.

The Friends of Chopwell Wood tried building a series of dams in the stream to try and catch the polluting chemicals with charcoal.  This cured the minor problem of the nitrates and cleaned up the pond for a while, but soon the mineral deposits came back and the pond returned to being a polluted mess.

Environmental engineering technology does exist that could be used to clean up the pond by taking the mineral deposits out of the water. However it would be very expensive to do this. It would cost about £100,000 just for this little pond!
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