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Profiles of the victim and suspects collated by the police after extensive interviews

THE VICTIM: Professor James Parker PhD., DSc., FRS

A brilliant environmental scientist aged 36.  He holds the Chair of Environmental Science at the University of Avalon.  He is noted for his outspoken criticism of government and industry on 'Green' matters and has won no friends in either camp.  He finds it difficult to get research grants in the UK because of this and is very embittered as a result.  He married Dorothy Anstruther the daughter of Sir Blaise Anstruther, the industrialist and owner of Anstruther's Fertilizer Chemical Company, situated in the Vale of Slander.  Professor Parker despised Sir Blaise for what he saw as his knocking nature out of balance by the production and selling of artificial fertilizer.  His hatred for his father in law was also fuelled by Sir Blaise's cavalier disregard for university researchers whom he regarded as 'ivory tower Dons' who had no notion of how the real world worked.  Professor Parker was known for his doggedness and scientific insight in solving pollution problems and was called upon by many governments to investigate pollution problems.  Every industrial pollution incident he had investigated had led to massive fines for the polluter and in one case, jail and bankruptcy.  James Parker was a man of modest means who drove a 5-year-old red Ford Fiesta.
SUSPECTS:

George Grundy owner of High Level Farm

George has always just managed to scrape a living from his farm and has large loans from the bank outstanding.  The recent foot and mouth epidemic decimated his herd of cows.  This was the last straw, George felt he could no longer carry on and contemplated suicide.  The offer from Anstruther's has been a godsend to him.  They have offered him 4 million pounds for his farm and land.  This would clear his debts and leave him with a handsome living.

More recently Grundy has been depressed since news came through about the pollution incident.  On the evening of Professor Parker’s murder, Grundy claimed that he spent most of the day and the entire night fishing on the north bank of the Slander near Friendly Bridge.  Late night revellers at from the Nag and Ferret recall seeing a Ford Fiesta parked near Friendly Bridge and someone fishing near the bridge at about 11.30pm but could make no positive identity of the angler.  
Dr Arthur Mort

Dr Mort is the leader of the research team at Anstruther's which is developing 'Rapid-Gro'.  He is a dour man who walks with a distinct limp owing to a motorbike accident whilst a young man.  He lives at Beech cottage two miles North West of Borley and bordering on Enderby's land.  He is a keen golfer and always keeps his clubs in the back of the family car.

His sullen attitude is a result of sadness.  His young son was killed 1 year ago by drowning in Bingly Corrie when he fell in whilst playing on Enderby's land.  The coroner had ruled that it was death by misadventure but censured Pauline Enderby for not clearly wiring off the Tarn or putting up notices on her land to state that the tarn was deep and had a strong downward current since it was not only fed by a fast flowing river but also fed into an underground stream which fed into the River Slander. 

At the time of Professor Parker’s death Mort claimed that he was in the house and had drawn the attention of the visiting Parish Priest to the time 10.00pm on the clock on the parlour mantle piece.  The Parish Priest corroborated this. 

After the Parish priest left Mort claimed that he left for the pub and walked into Borley (the Borley Arms) arriving there at 10.30pm.  This was corroborated by the landlord of the Borley arms who noted that Dr Mort had pointed the time out on the Pub clock:'10.30pm, just in time for a couple'
Sir Blaise Anstruther

A former army officer involved in 'Special operations' in the Far East.  He retired from the Army and SAS regiments some ten years ago after his father's death of old age.  Whereupon he took over as Managing Director and Principal shareholder in Anstruther's Chemical Fertilizer Company.  A clever, but arrogant man, who saw how he could use brilliant scientific minds to improve the company's products and profits.  Sir Blaise equally hates his son in law, Professor Parker who has criticised him openly in the press and humiliated him by openly turning down his offer to him to be director of research at Anstruther's.  Sir Blaise, regarded scientific research as a means to solve industrial and technological problems and had no business to interfere in business or politics    

His company have recently developed a Super Nitrogenous Fertilizer, with an empirical formula of CH5   N2   CO

One problem with the fertilizer has been noted and that is in the presence of acid from acidic soils, it decomposes into urea and ammonium salts. 

It is still at the trial stage.  Sir Blaize's scientists are currently trialling the fertilizer in artificial beds of clay soil   constructed below river level next to the factory and stretching some 4km west of the factory.  Top-secret tests so far indicate an accelerated rate of growth of cereal crops.  Anstruther's have also made a bid for George Grundy's farm (£4 million)

On the evening of Professor Parker’s murder Sir Blaise threw a drinks party to celebrate Anstruthers winning Her Majesty's Award for Industry.  He invited Professor Parker and his wife (Lady Anstruther said that Sir Blaise did this merely to rub in his success).  Those at the party reported that after the wine had flowed freely for a while, Sir Blaise and Professor Parker had a terrible row and had to be physically parted, whereupon Professor Parker stormed out.  Witnesses said he left at 7.45pm, the party broke up shortly afterwards and Sir Blaise also stormed from the house with his dog.

Pauline Enderby

The owner of Brindly Farm.  She sunk her entire savings into this farm and the growing of organic produce, producing potato crops and other root vegetables naturally.  The profit margin is low however, since fields have to be left fallow after producing a crop to allow mineral levels rise in the soil.

Pauline is a divorcee and is paying half of her income to her estranged husband to support her children.  She is therefore desperately short of money.  She is also a senior Town Councillor for nearby Ennui.  And Sir Blaise Anstruther depends heavily on her support in getting the Town council's permission for any development around High Level Farm.

Police investigations have shown that Enderby and Sir Blaise were in deep conversation the night prior to Professor Parker’s death.  The drinks waiter overheard Enderby say to Sir Blaise 

'Its pay back time Blaise, I'm up to my neck, I need help quick and I need it now or else I'll go under, what's worse I've had that blasted Parker hanging around testing the soil on my farm.  I must admit I've put a little bit of Phosphate fertilizer down because I need to sell produce quick, but if he exposes me I'll lose all my outlets he said he's coming down to meet me tomorrow night '

Police interviewed Enderby and she claimed that Professor Parker did meet with hre after leaving Sir Blaise's drinks party.  He had driven to Brindly farm, arriving shortly after 8.15pm.  Enderby said Parker was in a foul mood and he told Enderby that levels of phosphates were slightly above those he would have expected for purely organic farming of root vegetables, but if he found significant levels of phosphate in the Slander he would know it was he who had polluted the Slander, since she was the only one farming root vegetables and she could face either massive fines or a custodial sentence under the Pollution of the Environment Act 1989.  In addition he would expose her use of artificial fertilizer to her organic outlets.

Enderby claimed that he left the farm at 9.30pm but she could not be precise.  Enderby claimed that she did not leave the farmhouse that night.  Enderby later claimed that shortly after Parker left her house she thought she heard him call out to someone.  She assumed it was some one who had travelled with him and who was waiting in the car.  She said it was a good 40 minutes before Parker’s car drove off.  Enderby had checked outside but assumed that Parker was scouting about.  She said she didn't want to tangle with the fellow again because this might create more trouble for her.
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