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Lesson Plan for: Murder in the Vale of Slander.  Year Group KS4Riverbridge 2010

This section of the website is designed to provoke higher order thinking skills with many open ended questions which require students to carry out their own research and make their own assumptions.  It is aimed at high ability students in years 9 –13.

There is no correct answer to the question posed at the beginning of the section:

What type of production method should be used to supply the town of Riverbridge with electricity?

However the students should submit a proposal to the town planners and local councillors as to their chosen method of production with a reasoned argument of why they have chosen a particular method and also an argument against the other methods of production available.

There are limited resources available within this website however the site provides many links to large power generation companies around the world.  All sites provide you with many reasons why their production method is the best and the relevant advantages of using their companies.

Some questions that might help your students are:

1) What is the cheapest form of production method?
2) Where would they place their chosen production method?
3) What environmental factors should they consider?  Noise Pollution, Health Issues, Aesthetics etc.
4) What economic factors should they consider?  Employment etc.
5) How efficient is their chosen system?
6) What might the local population feel about their decisions?
7) How safe is their chosen method of production?

The students might want to form a list of Pro’s and Con’s before they make any decisions.

Additional Tasks
The students might want to work on a follow up activity where they are to plan a speech to their classmates on why their chosen method would succeed.  (Or a healthy Debate)

The students could produce their proposal with pictures as a Desk Top Published article or poster to submit their plans to the rest of the class.
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