Explanatory Notes etc. relating to various places, ships, persons etc. in the Diary of Wm. Falcus 

1915

June 29
Edmonton.  City and capital of Alberta. Established 1795 by Hudson Bay Co. but this first post destroyed by Indians, l807.  A larger fort was erected in 1820 - stragglers from the goldfields in British Columbia settled on the site in 1865.

Aug 17
Calgary.  Oldest city in Alberta Province. Surrounded by prairees and farmland.  The Sarcee and Stoney Indian Reserves are located on the outskirts of the metropolitan area. 160 miles from Edmonton.

1916

April 16
Saskatoon.  City in South Central Saskatchewan. The name, Saskatoon, derives from a Cree Indian word referring to an edible berry found in the vicinity. 213 miles from Edmonton.
April 17
Winnipeg.   City and capital of Manitoba. Stands on the site of Fort Garry, first formed by the Hudson Bay Co. as a fur trading centre.  Fur auctions still held there. 480 miles E.S.E of Saskatoon.
April 18 
Cochrane and- North Bay.  Small towns in Province of Ontario.

April 20 
Ottawa.  Capital of Canada. Founded by John By in 1826 and named Bytown but renamed Ottawa in 1854 and chosen by Queen Victoria as Capital of Canada in 1858. The Parliament Buildings, built 1859-65, burned. 1916 and later rebuilt.

Duke of Connaught and Strathearn (1850 - 1942) served as Governor-General of Canada 1911 – l9l6.  He became a Field Marshall and held several high commands. Born at Buckingham Palace on 1st May 1850, the third son of Queen Victoria and Prince Albert.

Sir Sam Hughes (1853- 1921) Became Minister of Defence under Sir Robert Borden in 1911. He organised the 1st Canadian Expeditionary Force in Sept. 1914 and insisted that Canadian troops fight as a unit, retaining their national identity and that Canada keeps some control over them.

Sir Robert Borden (1854 - 1937). Canadian Conservative Statesman and one of Canada's leading Barristers.  He became Canadian Prime Minister in 1911 and in 1917 formed a coalition Ministry to carry on the war.  He retired in 1920.

Montreal.  Commercial capital of Canada, situated on River St. Lawrence. The last place surrendered, "by the French to the British, 1760. French remains the language of the majority of the people. 100 miles East of Ottawa.

April 22 
St. John, New Brunswick.  City and seaport which shares with Halifax the Atlantic trade during the winter.  It is 90 miles from the city and seaport of Moncton reached yesterday.

April 23 
Halifax, Nova Scotia - Chief winter port of Canada.  Naval Station and garrison town. 837 miles from Montreal.
April 22      
S.S. METAGAMA was built by Barclay, Curle & Co. Ltd., Glasgow.  She was of 12,420 tons gross.  She sailed on her maiden voyage from Liverpool to St. John, New Brunswick on 26 April 1915 and maintained, regular transatlantic passenger sailings throughout the 1st World War without incident.  Her early years were, of course, shrouded in wartime secrecy. The METAGAMA was owned by the Canadian Pacific Railway Co. but registered in London, U.K.  She was operated by Canadian Pacific Ocean Services which became Canadian Pacific Steamships Ltd. on 8 Sept. 1921. In 1922 she was switched to the Glasgow - Canada service but returned to   the Liverpool Service in 1925. 

Although only 15 years old she was withdrawn from service in August 1930, a victim of the 1930's slump, which hit the North Atlantic trade hard.  With a growth of other unemployed liners she was laid up in an anchorage off Southend for more than three years, during which she and the others steadily deteriorated in appearance. In April 1934, the METAGAMA was sold for scrap and then sailed on her last voyage to Bo'ness (near Edinburgh), Firth of Forth, where she was broken up.

……….

April 24       
R.M.S. EMPRESS OF BRITAIN.  14,000 tons, built by Fairfield Co. Ltd., Glasgow, and. sailed, on her maiden voyage on 5th May 1906 from Liverpool to Quebec.  Her owners were Canadian Pacific Steamships Ltd. During World War I she was used as an auxiliary cruiser and later a transport ship, resuming merchant service on 23rd March 1919.  She was renamed MOUNTROYAL in 1924 and finally broken up in 1930.

……….

S.S. OLYMPIC.  46,000 tons.  Maiden voyage with White Star Line from Southampton - New York on 14th June 1911. In 1912 - 1913 she spent six months at Harland & Wolff Ltd., Belfast, being rebuilt after the loss of her sister ship, TITANIC, which struck an iceberg on 14 April 1912 and sank next day with loss of 1503 lives. 

In Sept. 1915 she became a troopship and flew the White Ensign.  She rammed and sank German submarine U103 on 12 May 1918 near the Lizard. 

Taken over in 1934 by the Cunard White Star and laid up after last journey in 1935.  Sold to Metal Industries Ltd. on the understanding that she would be scrapped at Jarrow, near Newcastle upon Tyne, to relieve unemployment.  The hulk was towed to Inverkeithing, Firth of Forth for final demolition on 20 September 1937.

……….
April 24       
S.S. LAPLAND.  18,500 tons was built in 1908 at Harland & Wolff Ltd., Belfast, and. was originally owned by the Belgian America Navigation Co. and was registered, in the port of Antwerp.  In 1914 she was sold to the International Navigation Co. Ltd., who re-registered, her in Liverpool. They kept her until 1927 when she was sold to F. Leyland and Co.   The LAPLAND was broken up in 1934.

……….

April 26       
Cruiser H.M.S. CARNARVON. (1905-1921) In August 1914, the CARNARVON was despatched, to Sierra Leone to patrol trade routes but two months later she was ordered to proceed to the Falkland Islands to join the force squadron being assembled to deal with Admiral Von Spee's raiding squadron.  The destruction of the SCHARNHORST and GNEISANAU off Port Stanley resulted in the CARNARVON and the battle cruisers INVINCIBLE and INFLEXIBLE being awarded Battle Honours.   

After the battle the CARNARVON eventually joined the North American Station operating between Halifax, Nova Scotia, and Bermuda on the 'New York patrol'! She refitted twice at Montreal during this period and accompanied two transatlantic convoys.  After a major refit she escorted convoys on a regular basis from Halifax.   

She was paid off in 1919, sold in 1921 and scrapped in Germany.

……….
May 3
H.M.S. RUBY.  Left Lough Swilly, near Londonderry, Northern Ireland, on 3rd. May and arrived, at Liverpool on the following day with the convoy. 

It went on sea trials from Whites on 29 March 1910, fitted with Parsons turbine, White-Foster boilers and armament was 12 - 4", 2 - 12 pdr., 2 tubes. It was sold and broken up in May 1921.

……….
May 5
SHORNCLIFFE CAMP.  Is situated, at Sandgate, 2 miles W. of Folkstone.  It was established at the beginning of the 19th century to cope with the later threat of Napoleon's Navy. It was a major military training centre in the 1st World. War.

May 6
COLONEL STEELE (1849 - 1919) Soldier and Police Officer born Ontario. Commanded North West Mounted Police during Klondyke Gold Rush.  Later O.C. North West Mounted Police in Yukon and British Columbia.

May 24
LYMPNE CASTLE: Built and variously extended from Norman times to the 15th Century - with walls 14 ft. thick.                                               

May 26
HYTHL. St. Leonard's Church has a raised, chancel and a crypt containing a huge collection of human skulls.

June 5/6th
KITCHENER'S death. Earl Kitchener (1850 - 1916).  In 1892 he was Commander of the Egyptian Army; in 1900 he was Commander-in-Chief, South Africa; 1902-9 he was Commander-in-Chief in India. He was created a Field. Marshal in 1909 and in 1914 he became Secretary for War and conducted strategy.  The end of his career came with tragic and appalling suddenness.  On June 5, 1916, he embarked on the 11,000 ton cruiser, H.M.S. HAMPSHIRE, for a visit to Russia. That evening the vessel struck a mine and sank off the Orkneys.  All were drowned - Kitchener and 600 officers and men.

June 7
S.S. PRINCESSE CLEMENTINE built on the River Tyne in 1909 by Tyne I.S.B. Co. Ltd. was owned by the Oceanic Societe Anonyme Belge d'Armement et de Navigation, managed by L.Dens & Co.  On the 19th November 1924, she stranded at St. Staithes Nab whilst carrying a cargo of coal and coke from Newcastle upon Tyne to Naples.

June 10
BOULOGNE. On the English Channel and was an important British Base during the 1st World war. 

ST. OMER. East of Boulogne, 42 miles from Lille. Between Oct. 1914 and March 1916 it was British Army H.Q.  

POPERINGEHE. Belgian town taken by the Germans soon after the outbreak of the Great War, and occupied by the Allies in Oct 1914.  Bombarded at various time, it suffered during the German advance in April 1918.  

The Church Institute, known as ‘Toc H’ (Talbot House) was established here in 1915.

July 18 
GENERAL BYNG (1862-1935) Commanded Third Cavalry Division in 1914.  Later he commanded the Canadian Army Corps that captured Vimy Ridge in April 1917  (possession of this ridge was extremely valuable during the stemming of the German onslaught in 1918).  He also led the British 3rd Army at Cambrai on 20th Nov. 1917.  This broke through the German Lines and the advance lasted until 27th Nov.  The ground gained was afterwards lost.  

He was appointed Governor General of Canada from June 1921  - 1926 and created Field Marshal in 1932.

GENERAL CURRIE.  He commanded a brigade in Europe 1915. Later he commanded a Division.  In 1917 he became Commander of the Canadian Corps which he led to the end of the war.  Knighted in 1917, in 1919 he was made Inspector General of the Canadian Forces.

Aug 14 
STEENVOORDE.  French town near Belgian border, l8 ml.  SE of Dunkirk. 

CASSEL - H.Q. of General Foch in 1914-1915.

MARSHAL FOGH (1851-1929).  In March 1918 he was appointed. Generalissimo of all the armies on the Western Front, French, British, American & Belgian. 

Sept 2 
ALBERT. 17 miles W.E. of Amiens (see Aug.26 – Albert called ACRE until l6l9) changed, hands four times during the War and was completely destroyed.  Numerous British cemeteries and memorials near by.
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