The Scheme of Work for

Religious Education.

Downs View School/The Farmington Institute.

Key Stage 1    Judaism and Christianity.

Target Area:
General concepts of being part of a community, and special times and objects.

Celebration

Ritual

Value and worth

Community, awareness of self and others

Authority

JUDAISM:

The story of Noah-

A story of Moses.

In Exodus chpt 3  vs1-14.

The Passover  (Pesach).

(Spring Term-March/April)

I have left out the plagues Moses called down, but for interest they were:  

The waters of the Nile going blood red, then plagues of frogs, gnats, flies, cattle disease, boils, heavy hail stones, locusts, darkness over the land, finally the death of the Egyptian first born boys.

CHRISTIANITY:

Stories around Easter:

Palm Sunday – in the gospels it is found in

Matthew 21 vs 1-12.

Mark 11 vs 1-11.

Luke 19 vs  30-38

John 12  vs 12-15.

Easter symbols:

(The egg and the rabbit come from pagan antiquity as symbols of new life)

The Easter Bunny.

Easter Baskets.

Easter eggs.

Jesus’ parable of prayer and asking God to help you.

Matthew chpt 7  vs 7-12

The story of the Temple Tax.

Matthew chpt 17 vs24-27.


Learning Intentions:
Experience special times, places and occasions.

Recognise that certain actions, gestures, activities are special.

To see that certain things can be special.

See that they now belong to the school as well as belonging to their family/carers’ home.

Recognise that the adults in the school have authority over them and can tell them what to do, and what not to do.

That a long time ago, all the land was covered with water because so many people were badly behaved.

Key words/ideas:  flood, 

Noah-a good man, 

the ark.

Moses and the burning bush.

The story:  Moses is chosen by God to free the Jewish people from slavery in Egypt. God appears to Moses as a burning bush, full of flames but not actually being burnt.

God tells him to ask Pharaoh to let the Jewish people go. God tells him to go to his own people to say God is going to give them a new land – Canaan.  Moses asks God ‘When the people ask me what your name is – what shall I tell them?’

‘I AM’ replied God ‘Tell them I AM has sent you’.  

Key words/ideas:

Flames, to refer to yourself as ‘I am . . . .’

The Jewish festival of Pesach (also called Passover) celebrates the Jews’ escape from slavery in Egypt. The Jewish people had been made to work too hard by the king of Egypt – the Pharaoh.   Eventually Pharaoh told Moses he could lead his people out of Egypt.  They crossed the Red Sea as God parted the water.   Pharaoh then changed his mind and chased after the Jews, but the waters of the Red Sea closed in on his army and drowned them. (Exodus 14 

vs21-31).

Keys words/ideas:  Pharaoh, Moses, Jews, Egyptians, Red Sea, miracle. 

Palm Sunday-the Sunday before Easter.

Jesus riding into Jerusalem on a donkey.

Laying the palm branches down before him.  That evening, in the city, Jesus and the disciples have ‘the last supper’ – the Jewish Passover meal.

Key words/ideas:

A procession.

‘Hosanna’ – an exclamation of worship which literally means ‘Oh Save’ as in ‘save us from bad things happening’.

Make a number of paper bunny shapes, but without tails.  Have some tail shapes separate, with a spot of BlueTac on them.

Help the children to make baskets out of thin card.

Rolling the eggs.  Egg rolling on Easter Monday is a tradition still kept on the front lawn of The White House, Washington DC each year.

Jesus teaching us to 

Ask God for help,

Seek what you are looking for,

Knock on God’s door.

Key words – 

Asking, searching, knocking, 

‘something nice please’

The idea of a miracle.

Fishing.

Finding money in unexpected places.

Paying tax is giving money to those in authority.


Activities:
The activities on this page are just listed, rather than expanded, as they already fall within the practice of most SLD classrooms.

Birthday celebrations, religious festivals, social festivals.

Sit around a lighted candle at the end of the day.

Have a time when the children put their hands together in prayerfulness.

Have some classroom toys that are for special occasions, or are handled in a special and careful way.

Get to know the school environment, children in other classes, taking part in infant/whole school assemblies.

Tell the story from whatever story book you have.

Drama-

Turn 3 or 4 tables upside down. Have the children sit on them, tapping with small sticks as if they are making the wooden ark. Staff wrap and string-tie sheets or blankets around the upturned legs, to enclose the children in their ark.  Pass in to the children lots of toy/model animals, including a bird of some kind, preferably white, together with some biscuits, bread, crisps for them all to eat.  Darken the room, mirror ball and lights if you have them, staff use two or three rain-sticks, and pull a dark sheet or blanket over them as the storm comes.  Use rain sticks or play suitable music e.g. Mendelssohn’s Hebridian Overture – Fingal’s Cave.  When the storm finishes, get a child to pass out the bird, make it fly around the ark and come back to them.  It is not safe to get out yet.  Make it fly around again and bring a green leaf back to the children.  Still not safe, but it soon will be.  Make it fly around again, but this time it disappears – it has found land, so the children, as Noah and the family, can get out and place all their animals around the classroom.

In an art & craft session, help the children make lots of stiff paper or cardboard flames, 20 or 25 cms  high, with a lolly-stick handle on the bottom of each.

Create the burning bush by having 5 or 6 children stand together, shaking their flames on the outside of their huddle.  With one child as Moses, with an adult, have the burning bush follow Moses as he walks around the room, with the flame-children calling/hearing the chant ‘I am’ as they do so.

Finish by making a collage, either on the table-top, or straight onto the wall.  Children take their flames, and stick them into the shape of a bush.  Then, using photos of each child, stick photo/name tags around the burning bush with the title ‘I am . . . . . . ‘

In slavery –  some of the students’ wrists are tied (maybe with strips of sugar paper sellotaped in place) to the chant of ‘Let my people go’.

Two sheets or blankets are laid side by side on the floor and salt water is flicked over the students as they stand at the edge.  This is the Red Sea and they cannot get across.  One student, Moses, then taps the blankets with a stick.  Staff pull the two blankets apart, and the ‘Jewish’ students cross over to the other side.  The wrist ties are taken off, they hug each other, they are free and happy.  The Egyptian students come to the parted blankets, led by Pharaoh, they start walking slowly across after the Jews, they are sprayed with salt water then lie down, while the blankets draw back over them. They are all drowned.

The children could take turns being the Jewish people, then the chasing Egyptians.

Drama of the entry into Jerusalem.

Art & craft session before – make large palm branches and a head band with large donkey ears.

Play the blindfold game of sellotaping a paper tail to the child/adult playing the donkey. 

Student acting Jesus to be in flowing white robes.

Bang drums and tambourines as the donkey and Jesus walk around on the palm leaves.  Children take off a piece of clothing (they could have their painting shirts on) and lay it on the floor as Jesus goes past, and shout/hear the words ‘Hosanna’   ‘Jesus’   ‘King’.

The children finish by lying on PE mats, sharing some bread rolls and blackcurrant drink as in the last supper.  An adult could break the bread, passing a piece to each child, similarly offering the drink to each in turn.  Offer the drink in a single cup, wiping the rim after each child has taken a sip, and so follow the tradition of most churches.

Sitting around a table, with all the bunny shapes laid out.  Have each child’s photograph or name on a bunny, ask the children to stick a tail on their bunny.

Explain to the children that the baby rabbit is a picture of somebody who is very good.

Search around the classroom and help the children collect in their baskets all the Easter symbols that have been placed around – small paper shapes of bunnies, small eggs, and the cross. Come together and sort all the collected symbols into three piles – share them out – count them, eat the small eggs.

Make a ramp with some PE apparatus.  You may have to sellotape some cardboard edges.

Have some paper egg shapes on the floor, either one large one, or smaller shapes with the children’s names on.  The children take turns rolling miniature chocolate eggs down the ramp, can they land them on the shapes?

Read verse 7:  Jesus said:

‘Ask and it shall be given to you,

search for something and you will find it,

knock on God’s door and He will open it’.

Go through simple dramas of these three actions:

In pairs – one child sits behind a table – the other child is making the requests:

Asking:  child comes to the table and, with hands in prayer pose, asks ‘Something nice please’,

the child at the desk brings out a Smartie on a saucer.

Searching:  loosely sellotape a sheet of newspaper onto the table-top, and underneath it is one Smartie, the child comes to the table and, with hands in prayer, asks ‘Something nice please’ – the sitting child/helper replies ‘search here’.  When the seeking child feels where the Smartie is, they have to tear the paper to get it.

Knocking:  Table standing up on its end, like a door, with one child hiding behind it, and adult with foot on the table leg to keep it safe.

Child comes to door with hands in prayer pose, knocks and asks – ‘Something nice please’.  The child behind then stands up and offers a Smartie.  Emphasize the appropriate words for each of the ‘asking’, ‘searching and ‘knocking’ dramas.

The story:  

In their local town, Jesus and Peter were asked to pay their local tax to the Romans.

They had no money, so Jesus told Peter to go down to the sea and fish.  ‘The first fish you catch will have enough money in its mouth to pay the tax for you and me’, said Jesus.  Peter did as he was told, found the money and paid the tax.

The drama:

Have a magnet on the end of a bamboo stick and string.  Cut out two paper fish shapes, tape them together so the fish can hold two penny coins.  Put a paperclip on the mouth end.

Two children as Jesus and Peter walk around the classroom, then come to a table where the rest of the class is sitting.  They all say ‘Pay your money’  ‘Pay your tax’.

Jesus then gives Peter the fishing line.  He goes across the room, to catch the paper fish. Using the fishing line, Peter lands the fish on the table in front of Jesus, who empties the coins from the fish and pays their tax.   Children can take turns to be Peter and Jesus,  alternatively, make enough fishing rods and fishes for several disciples to go fishing for money.



