The Scheme of Work for

Religious Education

Downs View School/The Farmington Institute.

Key Stage 3.    Buddhism,  Hinduism and Christianity.

	Target Area:
BUDDHISM:

There is no creator God.

There is no creation belief.

The Buddha gained wisdom by his own efforts, over many lives.

Siddartha Gautama becoming The Buddha.

The Buddhist Mandala symbol.  In simple terms ‘mandala’ means ‘the universe’.

Buddhist principles.

The wheel of Dharma.  Dharma means the spiritual teachings of the Buddha.

Buddhist offerings –

Food (rice), flowers, lights.

The three Jewels of Buddhist belief.

The idea of meditation.

The ideas of mantras

The Buddhist story of the

heaven or hell feeding table.

Lotus Flower symbol.

The Law of Karma.

Individual Karma can be changed quickly. It is the result of good or bad actions. It is not destiny.

The Wheel of Life, also called the Wheel of Samsara.

Chinese New Year:

HINDUISM:

Hinduism:

The three main Hindu gods are

Brahma,

Vishnu and

Shiva

Basic Hindu prayer ritual.

Traditional

Hindu stories.

The Hindu festival of

Raksha Bandhan.  Held on the first full moon in August – so do it at the end of the summer term.

Hindu symbols.

The Lotus flower.

The Hindu Festival of Holi – the happiest festival of the Hindu year – March.

CHRISTIANITY:

Stories from the Bible:

The parable of the Sower.

Luke Chpt 8 v5

The parable of the wise and foolish builders –

Luke chpt 6  v 47-49.

The story of Jesus walking on the water.

Matthew  chpt 14  vs 22-33.

The Easter Story.

Stories around Easter:

Palm Sunday – in the gospels it is found in

Matthew 21 vs 1-12.

Mark 11 vs 1-11.

Luke 19 vs  30-38

John 12  vs 12-15.


	Learning Intentions: 
The story of how Siddartha Gautama became ‘The Buddha’.

The story:    Siddartha was born about 560 BCE in Northern India to a rich king, Suddhodana and his queen Maya.  When Siddartha was born he shone like the Sun and could immediately walk and talk, as a sign that he was special.  His father protected him from seeing any of the hardships of life, like old age, disease and death..  In the palace he was always surrounded by  beauty and youth. Whenever he went out with his chariot and driver, the King had cleared his route of any such sights the night before.

But on one trip out, at the back of the crowds, Siddartha saw a man with gray hair, bent over and using a walking stick. He asked his driver what it was all about and was told about old age. Siddartha was shocked and went home.   On another trip, at the back of the crowd he saw a woman who was very ill, and asking his driver to explain the sight, was told about illness.  He was even more shocked, and went home.   On the next trip out, in the distance he saw a funeral procession, and on enquiry, his driver told him that everyone dies in the end.  Siddartha returned to the palace and was very sad, realising that one day he might become ill, and that he would certainly grow old and die.  On his last trip out he met a wandering holy man with his alms bowl, dressed in rough clothes.

‘Who are you?’ asked Siddartha. ‘I have given up all wealth, home comfort, and wander in search of truth’ was the reply.  At the palace, Siddartha was very sad at the things he had seen, that he should be so rich while others have such hardships.  He decided that he must become a holy man and search for truth.  His father tried to stop him by giving him even more riches and entertainment, but one night, while the palace was asleep, he crept out, and rode away on a white horse.  He changed his rich clothes for a simple yellow robe, joined other holy men, eating and sleeping very little, but meditating a lot.  After six years Siddartha  became very thin and weak and realised that he had worn himself out, but not got any wiser.  Just then a young woman gave him a bowl of rice. This revived him, and later he realised that neither being very rich or very poor was good for us, but that the ‘Middle Way’ must be the way to truth, understanding and happiness.  He sat down  to meditate under a fig tree by the river Niranjana and promised not to get up until he had found peace and contentment.  By the morning he knew the way to happiness, and release from the endless cycle of birth, death and rebirth.  (This idea of re-incarnation was part of Indian belief and not originated by the Buddha)

Siddartha Gautama’s revelation resulted in his teaching of the Noble Eightfold Path – see next activity.

Starting with a drawn circle,  draw in any repeating geometrical designs and shapes.  It represents the Buddhist concept of the Earth, the cosmos and perfection (as in the circle)

‘Mandala’ is the Sanskrit word for ‘circle’.

The Buddhist religion is based on trying to achieve good thoughts and actions towards others.  The Wheel of Dharma is an illustration of how the teachings of the Buddha reach out into the world.

Key words/ideas:

Trying to be good.

Perfect – to be really good.

The number eight.

Buddhists offer the Buddha image lots of practical gifts, not because the Buddha needs them, but because giving things to others does us good.

The three jewels are central elements of Buddhist belief.

The Buddha Jewel represents Buddha himself, and is coloured yellow.  The Dharma Jewel represents the spiritual teachings of the Buddha, and is a sky blue jewel.  The Sangha Jewel represents the community of Buddhist believers, and is a red jewel.

Learning the words.

The jewels are a source of strength to Buddhists, learn a simple mantra.

That meditation involves being still, keeping your back straight and thinking/saying nice things.

OM  AH  HUM.   

Suggested notes of  C, C and B flat.

Om means ‘may I have the body of the Buddha’.

Ah means ‘may I have the speech of the Buddha’.

Hum means ‘may I have the mind of the Buddha’.

That when we help each other, things are much happier.

A Buddhist priest wanted to show his student the difference between heaven and hell.  He took him to a beautiful palace, where in the hall people were sitting around a lavish banquet.  ‘This must be heaven’ said the student.  ‘Look again’ said the priest, and the student saw that the guests had spoons and forks which were so long, they couldn’t get the food into their mouths, so they were very hungry and frustrated.   On to a second palace, with another banquet, where again the guests had spoons and forks which were too long.  But this banquet represented heaven, because they were feeding each other.

Key ideas:  helping each other, that being selfish doesn’t help anyone.

The Lotus Flower supports the Buddha in all the statues, and symbolizes the human spirit rising up to enlightenment.  The flower starts in the mud, under the water, rises up to the surface, then rises further above the water as the lotus flower – to enlightenment.

A principal Buddhist teaching that all our actions have consequences.  Everything you do creates a ripple.

From this wheel you are born and die according to your karma, and from this wheel, which you want to get out of, you can change your thinking and become a Buddha, free from the wheel of Life –  death and rebirth.

The story is that Buddha once called all the animals together, but only twelve came.  They were the Rat, Ox, Tiger, Hare, Dragon, Snake, Horse, Goat, Monkey, Rooster, Dog and Pig.

(The year 2000 was the year of the Dragon, 2001 will be the Snake – the years go on through the list in the above order, then start again with the Rat).

In Hindu belief, these gods can appear on Earth in many different forms.  These different forms are called ‘avatars’.  

Some of the avatars of Vishnu, for example, are ‘The Fish’, when Vishnu saved the world from the flood, ‘Rama’ when Vishnu killed the demon Ravana, and ‘Krishna’, the best loved of Vishnu’s avatars.

The students can follow the actual rituals fairly easily.

Key words/ideas:

Hindu, the name of the deity, Arti ceremony, offerings, diva lamps, taking a blessing, 

prashad food.

A story of Vishnu and Shiva.

Prayers had been said for many years that Vishnu would send Ganga, the river goddess, down to earth.  Eventually Vishnu agreed and  pushed Ganga down towards the Earth with his foot.  This made Ganga angry and she rushed down to Earth in a torrent. Shiva knew she would destroy the Earth like that, so he placed his long hair in the middle of the torrent and stopped her.  When she had calmed, Shiva let her flow down slowly in many small streams rather than one big torrent.

Today the Ganges river is formed from lots of small tributaries because of Shiva’s intervention.

The festival is to show love between brother and sister, and to remember that brothers and sisters are important.  At the centre of this festival is the making and exchanging of bracelets.

The swastika is a very old Indian symbol meaning peace and prosperity.  You could mention the adoption of the symbol by the Nazis, but this does not detract from its original symbolism.

This is a symbol for Hindus and Buddhists.

In Hinduism, the god Brahma is seated on a lotus as he floats on the sea.  Also the goddess Lakshmi, the female counterpart of Vishnu, came out of the sea on a lotus flower.

The story of Prince Prahlada is associated with Holi – and it involves Vishnu, one of the Hindu representations of God. It is through Vishnu that God preserves creation.

Once a wicked demon called Hiranya became king and insisted that all the people worshipped him as God. His evil sister, Holika, from whom the festival takes its name, made sure all the people worshipped her brother as God.  The only person to stand against Hiranya, and his evil sister Holika, was Hiranya’s son Prahlada – who told his father that he was not God.  Holika tried to kill Prahlada, first by throwing him into a pit of snakes, then getting an elephant to trample on him, and finally throwing him onto a bonfire.  On each occasion, Prahlada prayed to Vishnu, who saved him.  Vishnu then put Holika onto her own bonfire, and appeared as a lion and ate Hiranya.  The people then crowned the gentle Prince Prahlada as their king.  

During the festival, Hindus squirt coloured water or powder at each other, and make loud music to scare Holika away.

The story:

A farmer was throwing seed onto his field.

Some fell on the side path, it was trodden under foot and the birds ate it.

Some fell among the rocks, it came up a little, then died through lack of soil and water.

Some fell in with the thorn bushes,  when it started to grow, the thorn bushes overwhelmed it.

Some fell on good ground, and grew well to give a good harvest of corn.

Key words/ideas.

Parable – a story with a message.

Sowing seed – farming.

Things growing well, not growing.

Key words/ideas:

Parable – a story with a message.

Having strong friendships in life.

Being close to your Mum and Dad, foster parents, carers.

Being close to God.

The story:  Jesus told a parable.  People who hear his words to love one another, but don’t do it, are like someone who builds a big house, but without good foundations.  When the rain comes, it falls down.

Those who hear his command, and do it, are like someone who build a big house on strong foundations, when the rain comes, it stands firm.

The story:

The disciples, without Jesus, were in a boat and there was a storm on the sea.  It was night-time.  They were in the middle of the sea, when suddenly the disciples noticed that a figure was walking on the water towards their boat.  They were afraid because they thought it was a ghost.  Jesus called out to them – ‘You’re quite safe, it is me’.  Peter replied ‘If it is you, help me walk out to you on the water’.  Peter did so, but being afraid of the wind and the waves, he began to sink.  He called out for help, Jesus took his arm, they got into the boat and the storm ceased.

Key words/ideas:

A miracle is a strange event that we cannot explain.

A ghost.

Palm Sunday-the Sunday before Easter.

Jesus riding into Jerusalem on a donkey.

Laying the palm branches down before him.

Once in the city, Jesus went into the Temple and tipped up the tables of the moneychangers, who made a profit exchanging the Temple coins – Matt chpt 21 vs12 – 13.

Two days later, in a private house in Jerusalem, Jesus and the disciples have their Jewish Passover meal, which Jesus re-forms into the Christian communion service – Matt chpt 26 vs17 – 30.

Key words:  ‘Hosanna’  ‘The Son of David’.

 Hosanna is an exclamation of worship, literally meaning ‘Oh save’.

‘The Last Supper’ ‘Communion’

‘The body of Jesus’  ‘The blood of Jesus’.


	Activities:
Have a baby doll, darkened room, and just shine torches on it.  Explain that the baby Siddartha shone like this when he was first born.

Have two children dressed up as old and ill figures, and the King hides them away before the child playing Siddartha, dressed in rich clothes, drives past, with everybody cheering him.

The next time Siddartha goes past the crowd, he sees the old man with the walking stick.

‘What’s wrong with him?’  Everybody explains he is old.

He goes around again and see the sick person (a child with red spots painted on their face)

‘What’s wrong with her?’   Everybody explains she is sick.

The last time he goes around, he sees a child lying on a table, covered in a white sheet.

‘What’s wrong with him?’   Everybody explains he has died.

Siddartha takes off ‘rich’ clothes and put on a rough cloak - sackcloth.  While others in the class are snoring, Siddartha creeps to another part of the room.

He sits in the corner of the darkened room, pretending to be very weak.

Then, one of the children brings him a bowl of rice pudding, which he eats.  The other students could watch from their sleeping positions.

With strength renewed, he sits and meditates under a tree, two children wave large green paper leaves over him.

As the lights come back on, Siddartha gets up and hugs everyone because he has found the truth about life.  He tells everyone that they can be good if they try hard enough.

Individually, or working in pairs, ask the children to draw a large circle, best on a piece of cardboard.  Then stick or colour in 4, 6 or 8 thin spokes.  In between the spokes, cut and stick magazine illustrations of  pleasant things, smiling faces, food, natural landscapes, trees, flowers, sunshine, moonlight.   Have a Buddha image, from your Buddhist artefacts, on a table in the corner, and let the children take their wheel of life drawings, putting them in front of the image, as an offering.  A large wheel image of nice things could be done as a wall collage.  This can be one form of a mandala.

Alternatively, give the children a drawn or painted sheet of concentric circles, a bit like a target, then using Lego pieces, Unifix, small bottle tops and triangle shapes, print designs within each of the lines of the circles.  Buddhists would meditate on this design, the Mandala, and the concentration would move them away from the physical world, towards an inner peace and calmness.  This second form of mandala could then be offered to the Buddha image.  

The students could be helped to make individual mandalas, or one large whole class design.

Use a PE hoop and sellotape 8 stiff cardboard spokes across it, with a small circle of cardboard as its hub. Alternatively, you could have a large circle drawn on a piece of cardboard, with the eight spokes drawn in.  The 8 spokes stand for the ‘Noble Eightfold Path’ which the Buddha found during his final meditation –  this Noble Eightfold Path is:-

1. Perfect vision (touch eyes)     2. Perfect thought (touch top of head)

3. Perfect speech (touch lips)     4.  Perfect action (gently touch your neighbour and smile)

5. Perfect livelihood (work - the children pass around some money)  

6. Perfect effort (reach up high as you can)   

7. Perfect awareness (get the students to be as quiet as possible, for say one minute, then from behind an adult very gently sounds a bell or gong, and if the students hear it they can raise their hand)     

8. Perfect concentration  (look at a mandala for several minutes – the mandala is explained in the previous activity).   

To create your Dharma wheel, use slips of paper with the relevant number, word and symbol, get each child to stick one piece on a spoke of the circle, as you go through the words and actions of the Noble Eightfold Path.  Take the completed wheel around the class, going through each action with each child, or let the relevant movements be a whole-class activity.

With number 8, a whole class game could be each child trying to look at a mandala (see the previous activity) for a few minutes, without taking their eyes off it.  Who can keep their eyes on it longest?

Listen to Elton John’s ‘Circle of Life’ – which has the idea of moving around the circle of life, as the path unwinds, you find your place.

Further offering activities to the Buddha image:

Seven offering bowls (from Buddhist artefacts box)  around the Buddha image – they hold things being offered to the Buddha.

Sitting around the image, each child be involved in filling the bowls as follows, and then placing them in front of the Buddha image:

The first two with water from a jug or bottle.  One bowl with a small flower, petal or leaf.  One with incense (cut down an incense stick to two inches, and stick it in a piece of BlueTac)   One bowl with a small night-light candle.  One with some perfumed water (maybe a drop of washing-up liquid).  The seventh bowl with some food – some pieces of fruit, chocolate etc.

When finished, sit quietly around the scene.  Then learn about giving – one child gives the bowl of food to other children, one gives the candle bowl for another to blow out, two children give water from the first two bowls to any plants or flowers in the classroom.

Help the children to make necklaces or bracelets.   Use yellow, sky blue and red plastic beads, or paint wooden beads and thread them.  

Or, papier mache three balloons, paint them the three colours of the jewels. Stick on the yellow one a picture of the Buddha, on the blue one a picture of a book (the teachings), and on the red jewel lots of drawn, or cut out, small faces (the community of believers)

Can the children repeat the words ‘Buddha jewel’, ‘Dharma jewel’ and ‘Sangha jewel’?

Can they identify the different jewels by their colour, by the pictures on them.

The mantra to the 3 jewels could be

‘I will ask the Buddha, the Dharma and the Sangha for help’.

The children could sit on the floor, up against a wall or cupboard, with as much of their back touching the wall as possible, to keep straight.  Hands held together in lap.  Then all who can, begin a simple chant ‘May everyone be happy’  (a bit like the chanting of the psalms in a high church service).  ‘May (named child) be happy’.    Chant with a bracelet of beads, moving along one bead with each chant.  The bracelet of beads is called a ‘mala’ and used by Buddhist during the chanting of mantras.  In Buddhist tradition the bracelet could have 7 or 21 beads on it.

Can the children copy these sounds, with the last one a tone lower than the first two.

The last sound, Hum, should sound more like ‘Hung’ .

The Buddhists believe that saying mantras helps you to become a happier and kinder person.

Think of some simple mantras in English:

I am good.  I am kind.  I am happy.  

Reduce that into a three sound mantra – ‘good, kind, happy’ again with the last sound a tone lower.

Think of other simple three word phrases to chant.

With some sweets or biscuits on plates, have the children sitting around their ‘feast’.

Have them wear painting shirts,  then get some lengths of corrugated paper, wind a length around each of the students’ arms, maybe two or three times around and sellotape in place. Illustrate how, with fixed arms that will not bend, they can’t feed themselves.  Can the students work out that they will only get a sweet if everyone thinks of others.  Help them to put food in each others’ mouths, and so get the food they want only by serving each other.  You could try this with two students at a time, while others watched.

In an art and craft session:  make lotus flower:

Concertina 8 strips of  white paper, cut out petal shape with narrow square bases still attached  (like paper-chain figures all joined at the hands).  Roll this up around a thick tube of rolled green paper  to make a long stem, tape the stem and the flowers together, and the lotus petals will fan out with help - there is your lotus flower to hold.  Make it any size you want.  The stem is green and the flower white.

Activity – have a tray of sand and a large science display container of glass or clear plastic, full of water.  Put wet hands into sand tray, then put sandy hands slowly into clear water – wiggle fingers, watch sand fall to bottom.    Do this several times, until there is a layer of sand in the tray. Hands onto towel, then take lotus flower model, let it grow up from behind the water container, and hold it up above the water as if it has grown out of the sand.

Tell each child they are like this activity – the Buddhists believe their spirit starts in the sand at the bottom of the water, they come up through the water, to become a beautiful flower above the water.

Games with masks.  Make plenty of masks, maybe just cardboard on a stick, of angry/sad faces, and of happy smiling faces on their reverse sides.

One mask influences the whole group, so one person having an angry face makes all the others have an angry face.  Let each student in turn be the leader, changing the group mood from happy, to sad, back to happy.  Say how your sadness can make others sad, your smile can make others happy.  Repeat the activity, but this time without the masks.  Be sure to end with happy faces.

With a large paper circle, draw in spokes to make six sections.  The 3 top-half sections, from the left are –

Humans (birth, illness, old age, death).  The Gods (happy but uncaring)  The Demi-Gods (always jealous)

The 3 bottom half sections, from the left are –

Hunger and greed.    Anger.     The animals (fear, acting without thinking).

Represent these sections with relevant illustrations from magazines, face/mood illustrations and symbol-writer.  For Gods and demi-gods, Xerox images of angels and cherubs from illustrations of Italian Renaissance paintings.

The Buddhist’s aim is to escape from this wheel of life.  You can only escape by becoming a Buddha through the human section.  Have the wheel as a playing board,  with the students’ names on small discs of paper.  Drop the discs down onto the wheel, wherever they land the student signs or makes the expression, and all express sorrow that the player is still in the wheel of life.  But when they land on the human section, the student is happy, and is given a picture of the Buddha, or the Buddha figure to hold.  This student can now escape from the wheel of life, death and rebirth, and does not have to play again.

Alternatively, number the six sections and use a die to play the game.

Look at the animal of the year, make models, pictures, collages.

Make separate pictures/Xerox copies of any animals you can think of who did not come to Buddha’s call.

Can the students make a graph/calendar to see what the future years will be?

Coming back into the classroom from break or lunch, have the lights dimmed.

From your artefacts box have the images of Brahma, Vishnu or Shiva on a table.  The students now enter their room as if it is a Hindu Temple, called a mandir.  They must take off their shoes as respect to god.  The table with the image on is the temple shrine, and on entering the room the students must walk around the shrine three times, clockwise.  Then in front of the image of the deity they bow and offer the image a gift of a piece of fruit or a bowl of milk, putting it on the table in front of the image. When all the worshippers have done this, they can then sit together in front of the deity, and then starts the part of Hindu daily worship that is called the Arti ceremony.

The priest, can be dressed in a cloak, lights five diva lamps (candle night lights) and places them in front of the deity.  Then the worshippers ring bells, shake jingle rings, strike triangles etc.  After a few minutes of music, the five diva lights are put on a tray and the priest passes around the group.  The worshippers then ‘take a blessing’ from the diva lights.

To do this, they pass their hands quickly over the flames then draw their hands together slowly over the top of their heads and their eyes, so taking the blessing.  They then put some coins onto the tray as an offering, then they bang drums or tambours loudly.  To end the ceremony, the worshippers are offered the food that they first gave to the deity.  This offering food is called  ‘prashad’ which means ‘food blessed by god’.

Use a large blue sheet and lots of long thin strips of white material or thin paper.

Tell the story as in the left-hand column.    Have the students sitting in two lines facing each other. The blue sheet is on the floor between them, and they push the sheet into the middle with their feet.  The sheet, Ganga the river goddess, becomes angry.  Staff slowly lift the sheet at either end and shake it vigorously between the students.  Have students put their heads into the sheet to calm it down.  The sheet sits on their laps, and the students hold, or have tied around their wrists, the long white strips, which lie on top of the sheet.  Slowly the sheet is pulled out from the line of chairs at one end, pulling the white strips with it.  As these unravel, the river Ganges is on the floor, pulled away from one end of the line of students, who are all connected to it by their small white tributaries.

The students must spend some time making bracelets – out of plaited cotton or wool, coloured string, or felt with decorations sewn on.  The students should make them for a named friend in the class, also making some to take home.  When finished, each student puts the bracelet on their friend, and gives them a sweet. The bracelet is called a rakhi and signifies brotherly and sisterly love between the two.

The four central lines of the cross indicate N.S.E. & W.  The lines turned inwards show that, throughout the world, individuals have to seek inside themselves for understanding and peace.   Within a drawn and decorated circle, the swastika image is easy to draw or paint.  

It could be drawn on the floor or table-top with sand or rice.  Also, if the class, or each student, had eight strips of cloth or paper of similar length, they could be helped to lay them down in the swastika shape.  The whole class could make a very large one on the floor.

If you made a wall display of different coloured swastikas, it would be important to label them clearly as being of Hindu origin, with the meaning of peace.

Make lotus flower  (as explained in the Buddhist section of this document), cutting out from a concertina of eight strips of white paper.

Tell the story as appropriate for your students.  Have one student as the evil Hiranya, and another as his sister Holika, each with fierce masks on.  All the other students are on their knees, or on the floor in front of Hiranya and Holika, who are saying things like ‘I am the greatest’  ‘I am god’.  Then Prince Prahlada stands up to say ‘No you are not god’.  At this, Holika throws some snakes* to the group and the other students hold the snakes and hiss at Prahlada.  Prahlada puts his hands together, calls out the name ‘Vishnu’ and the snakes fall on the floor.  Then Holika lies Prahlada down on the floor and a member of staff plays the role of the elephant, raising their foot to stand on the Prince.  All the other students could each raise one foot with the staff member, as if to stamp it down.  Prahlada again calls out ‘Vishnu’, at which the elephant walks away.  Holika now takes the Prince to the bonfire.

This could be a large fan with red and yellow tissue paper tied to the guard.  Holika sits the Prince in front of the fan, but the other students snatch him away, and sit Holika there instead, who then ‘dies’ in the flames, while the class then celebrates by making lots of noise with trumpets/horns, drums and cymbols.  Prahlada is then crowned as king, and staff could squirt the students with a fine water spray as part of the celebrations.

*these snakes could be made of men’s ties.  Stuffed with small pieces of plastic carrier bags to give them some ‘body’, then a paper clip folds over the large end of  the tie to give the form of a snake’s head.

Have a large piece of newsprint on the floor, or some individual pieces of  brown A3 sugar paper.  Have slits in the paper, with pictures of the seed growing on separate pieces of paper, which you can pull through the slits at the appropriate time in the story.

Have the children scatter birdseed onto the paper with their hands.  Seed that falls off the paper onto the floor, they can trample on, so it won’t grow, then drop paper cut-out bird shapes, as the birds fly down and eat it up.

Then, from the first slit in the paper, maybe with some beach pebbles placed around it, ask a student to pull out a drawn illustration of some very weak stems, with just a few ears of corn on them.  It soon dies, so push the picture back under the paper.

Get another student to pull a picture out of the next slit in the paper.  This picture shows a few ears of corn trying to grow, but drawn around it are bold stems with large thorns on them.  The thorns kill the corn, and the picture is pushed back in.

Finally, at the end of the paper ground, a number of slits can have pictures pulled out of them showing healthy stalks of corn.  Place a few bowls of Cornflakes, or microwave popcorn, on this part of the paper, and the students can sit around and eat while you talk about what happened to the seed in different places.  If appropriate, say that the Christian belief is that God wants us to grow-up to be good, like the corn we are now eating.

With a group of students around a sandpit borrowed from an infant class, get some of them to build a tower of wooden blocks just on a heap of the sand.  At the same time, get others to put a brick or large block on the base of the sand tray, surround it with sand, then build their wooden tower directly on top of  this solid base.  Get some garden sprays or water pistols, spray the foundations of each tower, and see which one falls down.  Can the students predict?  Can they think about why one fell down and the other didn’t?   Tell the students that the lesson behind the parable is:- if they can love other people, they will be like the house that stays upright.  If they think only of themselves, and not of other people, they will be like the house that falls down.

As an extension, have some students standing in a line.  Decide that some like their friends in class and are smiling, but a few don’t like anybody and look grumpy.  As you spray a little water on them, the grumpy ones must fall down.

The drama:

The children, as disciples, are sitting in the upturned classroom tables, rowing as hard as they can.  Shaking large blue sheets/blankets, and using fine water sprays, staff give the impression of the storm surrounding the boats.  Play sections of Tchaikovsky’s 1812 overture.   It is night, so the lights are out.

The student playing Jesus, dressed in a white sheet, and holding a torch to his face, walks across the shaking blankets of the sea, towards the boat.  

The other students are all frightened, they all shout ‘It’s a ghost’.  Then some say ‘No, it’s Jesus’.   The one playing Peter walks off the boat, and one of the blankets threatens to cover him over as if he is going to drown.  Jesus takes his hand, saves him, and they get into the boat, and row to the shore.

Explain that Jesus helped Peter to walk on the water.

Drama of the entry into Jerusalem.

Art & craft session before – make large palm branches and some image of a donkey’s head.

The events leading up to Easter could be portrayed in three tableaux:-

 Student acting Jesus to be in flowing white robes.

1) Bang drums and tambourines as the donkey and Jesus walk past on the palm leaves.  Children take off clothing and lay it on the floor as Jesus goes past, and all shout the words  ‘Hosanna’, ‘The Son of David’,  ‘Jesus’.

2) Some students are sitting at a table with lots of coins on it, while others come to change their money, say, exchanging 2p coins with 1p coins.   Jesus comes, and with staff help says loudly  ‘My house is a house of prayer – but you have made it a den of thieves’.

Jesus can then sweep all the coins off onto the floor - and tip the table on its side if appropriate – while the others run away to the other side of the room in fear.

3) The students lie on PE mats, making a circle with their head and shoulders towards the centre, their feet away from the centre of the circle.  In the middle are some large chunks of bread and some drink like Ribena.  The students can eat and drink, while staff explain that a meal like this happened the night before Jesus died.  The child portraying Jesus then takes charge of the proceedings, the scene becomes quiet and solemn.  Taking a slice of bread, he breaks small pieces off and gives one to each of his friends. When passing it to each one he says ‘This is my body’.

He then pours one cup of juice, and takes it around to each student in turn, saying 

‘This is my blood’.   

In the tradition of the typical communion service, he could wipe the lip of the cup after each person has had a drink from it.

Staff can explain that this simple meal often takes place in a Christian church on Sunday, and is called ‘Communion’.  Jesus told his friends to always have this special ‘sharing meal’ to show that they remember him.




